
Island of Moka Moka 

Southeastern Pacific Ocean 

Had to clean the  beach 

Kaia woke up Ariki 

Their dad 

The Great  Pacific Garbage Patch 
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Floating plastic can 
threaten tourist economy 

Plastic was a problem 

Ariki, her brother 

Their mom 
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4 Plastic mess won’t stop 

Still ate pork and chicken 

 John Brewer 

 Oct. 8, 2017 
3rd 
Person Past 
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They were on teams 
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3 Dad found a new job 

Change lifestyle to stay 
healthy 

Family missed eating fish 

Time 

Kaia 

Current Day 

Kaia stops eating fish 

Change of eating habits 

Beach must be squeaky clean 
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3 Landing site for trash 

Plastic trash ruined 
the beach 
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Time 

Time 

Trucked up to volcano 3 
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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch 

Time 

Explain recycle process 

Plastic debris threatened 
economy 

Water clear, sand soft 

Mess was disgusting 

Tourism easy 20 years ago 

Plastic started 1997 
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Lifetime employment 

Businesses hired kids 

Low tide less work for Kaia 

Shipped recycling to Australia 

Truck picked up bags 

Polystyrene was a problem 

High heat neutralized toxins 

Plastic bags not recyclable 

Styrene gas dangerous 

A B C Trash pickup paid by hotels Some plastic could not be 
recycled 
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Bought her own food 

Kaia worried about 
health hazard 
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Time 

Time 
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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch 

Time 

Stopped eating fish 

Decision 

Kara’s decision went against family 
eating habits 

Did not eat birds either 

Kaia read about plastic toxin 

Mom didn’t worry about fish 

Always had lived on fresh fish 
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Dad served sardines 

Home for breakfast 

Skipped sardines 

Plastic in food 

Taste bothered Kaia 

Kaia worried about 
plastic in the fish 

Kaia decided to stop 
eating fish A B 
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Other families avoided fish 

 John Brewer 

 Oct. 8, 2017 
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Time 
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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch 

Time 

Family adjusted to new foods 

Kaia’s mom started 
buying canned fish 

Kaia’s dad had to get 
a regular job 

Mother kept quiet 

Not just a fad 

 Mom shopped at grocery store 

Other teens protested eating 
fish 
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Cut back on fishing 

Still fished for fun 

Worked at a plant 

Hard times for her dad 

Job offer for dad 

A B 


